THE PEOPLES OF THE ARCTIC
studies the remains of earlier civilisations. He visits the
regions formerly inhabited by Eskimos, and digs among
the half-buried ruins of their houses which he finds along
the Arctic coasts.
These excavations can be very laborious, as the earth
immediately beneath the surface of the soil is frozen.
Attempts have been made to melt the ground with blow-
lamps or hot water, but this is much too troublesome.
Instead the archaeologist is careful to have several ex-
cavations going at the same time, so that he can leave
the thawing-out to the sun. Thus each day he advances
a little further in his various diggings. As a recompense,
he finds that this frozen soil has preserved the things he
is seeking. Implements hundreds of years old are as good
as new, and objects of fur and skin can be found which
would have disappeared long ago in land farther south.
The mere shape of the house gives the archaeologist
some indication of what civilisation it is with which he
is concerned. The houses may be round or square, they
may be joined together or separate; but the archaeologist
digs his way carefully down along the walls of huge
stones, and removes with quite a small spade the earth
which has collected in the interior of the building. And
it is here that he finds the tools and implements which
were left there when the place was abandoned, either
because they were worn out or because they had been
forgotten in the bustle of leaving. Stumps of harpoons,
broken stone cooking-pots, carved toys, and jewellery of
walrus teeth come to light, and women's small posses-
sions, such as needle-cases, dippers and wooden dishes.